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From the Flight Deck

Well, this newsletter is a bit late, but with good reason. After this issue we will be
handing the torch to two new people who will put out separate Glasair and GlaStar®
publications. I am excited about this change for several reasons, but the initial, obvious
benefit to subscribers will be the aircraft-specific focus of each new newsletter. Allen
Rockwell and Sid Lloyd will be publishing the Glasair and GlaStar newsletters,
respectively. Both men are builders of "their" respective airplanes and both have for
some time been sponsoring exceptional Web pages dedicated to the aircraft. If you
haven't logged on to these sites, you're missing out on some great technical assistance.
The URLs are <http://www.glasairnews.com> for Allen's site and <http://
www.glastar.org> for Sid's. We are very excited to be working with such dedicated
individuals and give them our full support. We will still be supplying general company
information to both publications, along with model-specific technical information.

After a couple of my recent newsletter columns, I am very happy to report that my
flying experiences since the last newsletter have been quite enjoyable and uneventful!
After my April misadventure in the new Glasair Super III, the crew worked hard to get
the airplane repaired, and it has been flying great ever since. My trip to Oshkosh in
N401KT was my quickest in twenty years, airlines included! Total flying time from
Arlington was about five hours. My first leg was direct from Arlington to Bismarck,
North Dakota, in about 3 hours at an average speed of 305 knots at 21,000 feet. Just
putting along, my next leg was less than two hours direct to Oshkosh at 322 knots at
19,000 feet. Exhilarating!!! Please realize that these are not top speed numbers by any
means.

We are now in the process of expanding the flight envelope on the Super III. With the
help of expert test pilot Len Fox, we are learning many interesting things. Len is an ex-
naval aviator and F-18 pilot, and he brings tremendous professionalism to our test
program; we're honored to have him aboard. We are also working closely with
aerodynamics wizard Paul Robertson of Aeronautical Testing Services and turbo guru
Hugh Evans of Merlyn Products (both FAA designated engineering representatives).
The Super III is really the brain-child of Paul, Hugh and myself. They are now helping
us to troubleshoot some of the cooling issues posed by flight at 37,000 feet and to fine
tune the turbo controller/intercooler design. Without their expert help and assistance,
the amazing performance of the Super III would not be possible.

Recently, with Paul and Hugh's input, we added an additional cowl flap to the cowling
and several new temperature and pressure probes for accurate, full-system monitoring.
Based on numbers he has seen to date, Len Fox estimates that the top speed of the
Super III should exceed 400 m.p.h.! The only thing delaying our flight-test program
presently is the absolutely lousy weather we have been having here in the Pacific
Northwest.

We also performed a tuft (i.e., black yarn) and oil sublimation test on N401KT with a
wide-angle video camera mounted on the wingtip and obtained some very interesting
results. It's hard to force yourself to paint a perfectly clean airplane with dirty black oil!
One result was confirmation that the wing-to-fuselage interface on the Glasair is a very
... what's the PC way to put it?.. . "aerodynamically challenged" area, very separation-
prone. It was amazing to look at the videotape of this highly disturbed area. We hope
to come out with some form of wing root fairing option for all Glasairs that should
substantially reduce drag and considerably improve the effective aspect ratio of the
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On the covers..
We've tried to be faithful in alternating Glasairs and GlaStars® on the cover of the newsletter since going to the
single-photo format, but what to do for the farewell issue? Have two covers, of course! As the elder child, a
Glasair earned the front cover—specifically, a pretty II-S FT built by John Hong of Idaho Falls, Idaho. The back
cover features Wes Rasmussen's GlaStar® at Thun Field in Puyallup, Washington, in the shadow of Mt. Rainier.


